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LEGISLATIVE BILL 1257
Approved by the Governor April 19, 1994

Introduced by Hillman, 48; Matzke, 47; Wickersham, 49

AN ACT relating to the Nebraska Budget Act; to amend sections 13-501, 13-503,
and 13-509.01, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993; to authorize
exceeding certain cash expenditure limits; to redefine a term; to
harmonize provisions; to repeal the original sections; and to
declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. The restriction on_expenditures in section 13-509.01 may
be exceeded upon the express finding of the governing body of the political
subdiyision that expenditures hevond the amount authorized _are necessary to
enable the political subdivision to meet its statutory duties and
responsibilities. The finding and approval of the expenditures in excess of
the statutory authorization shall be adopted by the governinag body of the
political subdivision in open public session of the goyerning body.
Expenditures authorized by _ this _ section shall be charged against
appropriations for each individual fund or purpose as provided in the budget
when adopted. and nothing__in__this section shall be construed to authorize
expenditures by the political subdiyisign in excess of that authorized by any
other_ statutory proyision.

Sec. 2. That section 13-501, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993, be
amended to read as follows:

13-501. Sections 2-958, 3-504, 12-914, 13-501 to 13-513, 13-515,
16-702, 16-706, 16-718, 17-702, 17-703, 17-708, 17-711, 17-715, 17-718,
18-1006, 19-1302, 23-132, 23-904, 23-920, 23-3519, 23-3552, 31-513, 35-309,
39-1621, 39-1634, 46-543, 46-544, 51-316, 71-1611, 79-435, 79-1007.02, and
79-2210 and_section 1 of this_act shall be known and may be cited as the
Nebraska Budget Act.

Sec. 3. That section 13-503, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993, be
amended to read as follows:

13-503. For purposes of the Nebraska Budget Act, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(1) Governing body shall mean, in the case of a city, the council;
in the case of a village, cemetery district, community hospital for two or
more adjoining counties, road improvement district, sanitary drainage
district, or sanitary and improvement district, the board of trustees; in the
case of a county, the county board; in the case of a township, the town board;
in the case of a school district, the school board; in the case of a rural or
suburban fire protection district, reclamation district, natural resources
district, or hospital district, the board of directors; in the case of a
health district, the board of health; in the case of a regional library, the
regional library commission; in the case of an educational service unit, the
board; in the case of a community college, the Community College Board of
Governors for the area the board serves; in the case of an airport authority,
the airport authority board; in the case of a weed control authority, the
board; and in the case of a county agricultural society, the board of
directors;

(2) Levying board shall mean any governing body which has the power
or duty to levy a tax;

(3) Fiscal year shall mean the twelve-month period used by each
governing body in determining and carrying on its financial and taxing
affairs;

(4) Tax shall mean any general or special tax levied agalnst
persons, property, or business for public purposes as provided by law but
shall not include any special assessment;

(5) Auditor shall mean the Auditor of Public Accounts;

(6) Cash reserve shall mean funds required for the period before
revenue would become available for expenditure but shall not include funds
held in any special reserve fund;

(7) Public funds shall mean all money, including nontax money, used
in the operation and functions of governing bodies. Eor purposes of a county,
city, or village which has a_laottery established_under the Nebraska County and
City Lottery Act, only those net proceeds which are actually receiyed by the
county, city. or village from a licensed lotte;x_ppprgtor_sha1;_bg__considgggg
public funds, and public funds_shall ngt include amounts awarded as prizes;

(8) Adopted budget statement shall mean a proposed budget statement
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which has been adopted or amended and adopted as provided in section 13-506.
Such term shall include additions, if any, to an adopted budget statement made
by a supplemental budget which has been adopted as provided in section 13-511;
and

(9) Special reserve fund shall mean & any special fund set aside by
the governing body for a particular purpose and not available for expenditure
for any other purpose. Funds created for (a) the retirement of bonded
indebtedness, (b) the funding of employee pension plans, (c) the purposes of
the Political Subdivisions Self-Funding Benefits Act, (d) the purposes of the
Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act, (e) voter-approved sinking
funds, or (f) statutorily authorized sinking funds shall be considered special
reserve funds.

Sec. 4. That section 13-509.01, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993,
be amended to read as follows:

13-509.01. On and after the first day of its fiscal year in 1993
and of each succeeding year and until the adoption of the budget by a
governing body in September, the governing body may expend any balance of cash
on hand for the current expenses of the political subdivision governed by the
governing body. Except as provided in section 1 of this act, but such
expenditures shall not exceed an amount equivalent to sueh prepertion ef the
total amount expended under the last budget in the equivalent period of the
prior budget year. e the tetal ameunt budgeted- Such expenditures shall be
charged against the appropriations for each individual fund or purpose as
provided in the budget when adopted.

Sec. 5. That original sections 13-501, 13-503, and 13-509.01,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1993, are repealed.

Sec. 6. Since an emergency exists, this act shall be in full force
and take effect, from and after its passage and approval, according to law.
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